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Minutes of the meeting of Weaverthorpe Parish Council held on 15th January 2024 at 7pm in 

Weaverthorpe Village Hall 

Present: N Carter, S Taylor, J Mason, M Rowland, G Downes, A Milner, T Thomson, F Shellard (Chair), 

J House (Clerk) 

There was one member of the public present. 

1. To receive apologies for absence:  There were no apologies for absence. 

2. Matters to be raised by members of the public: There were no matters to be raised. 

3. Minutes of the last meeting held on 4th December 2023: The minutes were accepted and 

signed by the Chairman as a true record of the meeting. 

4. Matters arising: The subject of flooding of the Gypsey Race was raised by a member of the 

public. At that time we had the correspondence from Highways who have stated that the 

Riparian owners are responsible for the upkeep of the Gypsey Race. The Clerk has 

researched this and the GOV.UK website says that the Riparian owners are responsible up to 

the centre of the Gypsey Race. The Clerk has written back to Highways seeking their view on 

this as this would make Highways responsible for the other half and we would need to 

decide how this is managed. In that correspondence The Clerk has re iterated the need for 

highways to clean the drains on the Sherburn Road and also asked them to look at the 

culvert outside of the village hall. A reply to this email was received late last week in which 

the maintenance manager from highways says he has not had a chance to look at the 

Sherburn Road as he was tied up with other things and has sent some illustrations on the 

riparian ownership but there is no reference as to where these illustrations have come from. 

Further correspondence is required on this. 

It must be said that over the period from November 2023 up to a couple of weeks ago, we 

have had an unprecedented amount of rain and thankfully the Gypsey Race ditch has 

drained away every time with nothing reported that could lead to flooding. The EA risks of 

flooding on there website which was last updated in 2019 continue to show a very low risk 

(0.1%) 

The Clerk will continue to push Highways to get some clarity and if necessary contact the EA. 

In reply to the resident at the last meeting saying we should have a procedure There is a 

resilience Forum at NYC and the Clerk is willing to look into producing a resilience status / 

report. 

School Bell: The Clerk ascertained that there is a bell affixed to the school building and has 

contacted the Diocese to see if the residents concerned can take it down before the school is 

sold. No reply has been received as yet. Apparently the Diocese have given the caretaker 

permission to take the bell down. 

5. Finance: There were two payments to be made before this meeting both of which were due: 

HMRC: £91 

Autela: £37.29 

One invoice to be paid for the 2023 Village Hall hire £76.50.  

All these payments were approved by the Council. 

Balances in the Bank after the above payments have been taken into account are: 

Current Account  £1009.49 
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New Reserve Account  £5615.02 

The Chair and the Clerk applied for the increased rate of 4.75% with 95 days notice and 

transferred £5615.02 into the new Reserve Account. 

We have been informed by Autela that they are no longer running a quarterly payroll and if 

we wanted to move to a monthly payroll it will cost £18.95 per month, this would be an 

annual charge of £227.40, compared with the quarterly charge of £37.29 which is £149.16. 

The Clerk has found a new provider, Yorkshire Payroll Services Ltd based in Leeds who will 

run the payroll for £10 per Quarter, £40 per annum and can take over from 1st April 2024.  

The Precept request was submitted and accepted for £5000 from 1st April 2024. It was 

agreed that we should place an article in the Warbler in March informing residents of the 

decrease in precept, appraise them of savings made on the fencing project and inform them 

of the higher interest on our reserves. 

6. Correspondence:  An email has been received from the PFCC so say that both the NY Police 

and NY Fire Service were issued with “Cause for Concern” following inspections from His 

Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary, Fire and Rescue Services, in October 2022. The PFCC 

is reporting that both organisations are working on the issues and improvements already 

made. 

The YLCA Law and Governance Bulletin was sent to all Councillors because of three subjects: 

A change in the law about whether Parish Councils can fund work required by a Church in 

the parish. This primarily for information and it should be noted that if a situation arose the 

criteria that the funding will benefit the community must be a priority. 

New contracts of employment have been produced for new employees of parish councils. 

Existing employees can remain on their existing contracts. 

YLCA are recommending the formation of a Staffing Committee no matter the size of the 

Council. This committee would be a point of contact on a daily basis for the Clerk if there are 

any employment issues. The Council decided that it was not necessary to form such a 

committee, and noted the Clerk’s agreement with this. 

7. Planning: Nothing to report 

8. Police: Nothing to report 

9. VAS data: The sign has been at the east end of the village since late November 2023. There 

were 14447 vehicles through the village in the period from 20th November 2023 till 7th 

January 2025. The maximum speeder was 60 mph at 16:05 on 8th December 2023, which is a 

concern. The average speed during the period was 29.6, which is creeping up. 

10. Village Green: The Clerk has inspected the damage to the fencing in more 

detail now and the damage can be rectified quite easily. The only section of the fence that 

needs replacing is one upright, which it turns was rotten below ground. The Clerk salvaged a 

piece of fencing a couple of years ago, which is in perfect condition and can be cut down to 

replace the upright, then the straps will need to be replaced but we have spares left over 

from the work we carried out in September. The new post will need to be painted after 

installation. Recommend we leave this work until the spring. No body has come forward with 

any information as to the vehicle that caused the damage. 

 The meeting closed at7:30 

 Next meeting: 18th March 2024 


