
Last night, following an extraordinary planning meeting at Ryedale 
House, the green light was given to the ‘Eden Camp agri-business 
park’ proposal.  Although there remain a number of hurdles yet to 
jump, this represents the first, and perhaps most important, step 
towards the construction of a project that has the potential to not 
only safeguard the livestock market but also create over 800 local 
jobs.  In order to drive it forward, we must now work hard to persuade 
the Local Enterprise Partnership to lend it much needed financial 
support. 

 
At the same time, we are seeing large scale residential housing development 
proposals coming forward.  Recognising that there is both a serious housing 
shortfall and that many (mainly young) people are being ‘priced off the ladder,’ I 
support the need for new home building in principle.  However, the greatest care 
has to be taken to ensure that any such development is proportionate, environmentally sustainable, affordable and 
adequately resourced from an educational, medical and highway perspective.   
 
If you have any thoughts/views on the above or indeed anything else which falls within the District Council’s responsibility 
please feel free to e-mail me on 
cllr.edward.legard@ryedale.gov.uk 
Edward (Legard) 
Councillor (Wolds Ward) 
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The Wolds Valley Warbler provides a means of communication between the communities of: Wharram-Le-Street, 
Duggleby, Kirby Grindalythe, West Lutton, East Lutton, Helperthorpe, Weaverthorpe, Butterwick and Foxholes.    

 
Don’t forget the Villages Website (http://luttonsandweaverthorpe.ryedaleconnect.org.uk) 
 

Final copy date 18th September for the  
October issue to:- 
Trevor Thomson 
G y p s e y  C o t t a g e ,  M a i n  R o a d , 
Weaverthorpe, YO17 8EY 
Telephone: 01944 738804 
Email: warbler@live.co.uk 
 

(DISCLAIMER: Any correspondence/
articles printed in the Warbler are 
entirely the responsibility of the 

contributor) 
 

The Warbler is available on The Warbler is available on The Warbler is available on The Warbler is available on 
www.woldsvalleywarbler.weebly.comwww.woldsvalleywarbler.weebly.comwww.woldsvalleywarbler.weebly.comwww.woldsvalleywarbler.weebly.com    
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With grateful thanks to With grateful thanks to With grateful thanks to With grateful thanks to 
Sherburn Forge for paper Sherburn Forge for paper Sherburn Forge for paper Sherburn Forge for paper 

and photocopying facilities & and photocopying facilities & and photocopying facilities & and photocopying facilities & 
Richard Ogden, West Lutton Richard Ogden, West Lutton Richard Ogden, West Lutton Richard Ogden, West Lutton 
for additional paper supplies.for additional paper supplies.for additional paper supplies.for additional paper supplies.    

A View from Ryedale House 

Flu Clinics 8th October 
Village Halls 

West Heslerton – 9am 
Staxton – 10am 

Foxholes – 11.30am 
Weaverthorpe – 12.30pm 

 

Flu Clinics 
Sherburn/Rillington  
Thurs 9th Sherburn 11-4 
Weds 15th Sherburn 2-6 

Thurs 16th 2-6pm Rillington 
Thurs 23rd at Rillington 3-6 
and also Sherburn 3-6pm 



Anglican Churches 

7th Sept7th Sept7th Sept7th Sept    10.30    Holy Communion at St Mary’s West Lutton 
18.00    Evensong at St Mary’s Wharram 

14th Sept14th Sept14th Sept14th Sept    09.00    Matins at St Andrew’s Kirby Grindalythe 
10.30    Holy Communion at St  Peter’s Helperthorpe with Sunday School 
10.30    Morning Prayer at St Mary’s Wharram 
17.00    Songs of Praise at St Andrew’s Weaverthorpe 

21st Sept21st Sept21st Sept21st Sept    09.00    Holy Communion at St Mary’s West Lutton 
10.30    Holy Communion at St Mary’s Wharram 
17.00    All Age Service at St Andrew’s Kirby Grindalythe 

28th Sept28th Sept28th Sept28th Sept    09.00    Harvest Holy Communion at St Andrew’s Kirby Grindalythe 
10.30    Holy Communion (Mod) at St Andrew’s Weaverthorpe 
10.30    Morning Prayer at St Mary’s Wharram 
17.00    Evensong at St  Peter’s Helperthorpe  

Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals and other enquiries should be directed to the Rev Andy Bowden 
01944 738814 or email andy@woldsvalley.plus.com 

For parishioners, your first point of call on all church related matters should be your churchwar-
den.  

26th Sept26th Sept26th Sept26th Sept    19.00    Harvest Service at St Mary’s West Lutton 

St Leonard & St Mary's RC Church, Malton 

Recent collections at St Leonard & St Mary's RC Church, Malton, have raised £191.44 for The Apostleship of the Sea which helps 
seafarers and £194.88 for the Day for Life campaign. 
An evening  of food and fun with The Pampered Chef was held at St Mary's RC Primary School which has close links with the church. 
The aim was to raise money for the Joanna Rookes Memorial Fund set up 10 years ago after parishioner and Malton Hospital worker 
Joanna, who had been a pupil; at the school, was knocked down and killed by a car after she was unloading luggage from her own 
car. Relatives have pledges to hold up to 10 events this year to mark the 10th anniversary of her death. The Pampered Chef is a 
range of cookware and utensils. 

Masses at St Leonard & St Mary's take place at the weekend at 6.30 pm on Saturdays and 9.30 am on Sundays and various other 
services are held throughout the week. 

Priest is Father Tim Bywater while Mrs Sue Westmacott is the pastoral assistant.Priest is Father Tim Bywater while Mrs Sue Westmacott is the pastoral assistant.Priest is Father Tim Bywater while Mrs Sue Westmacott is the pastoral assistant.Priest is Father Tim Bywater while Mrs Sue Westmacott is the pastoral assistant.    
Address: Church Hill, Malton, YO17 7EJ. tel/fax: 01653 692128Address: Church Hill, Malton, YO17 7EJ. tel/fax: 01653 692128Address: Church Hill, Malton, YO17 7EJ. tel/fax: 01653 692128Address: Church Hill, Malton, YO17 7EJ. tel/fax: 01653 692128    
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Services for the Month of September 

St Nicholas’s Church, Butterwick  

14th Sept14th Sept14th Sept14th Sept    16.00    Memorial Service for WW1 at St. Peter’s Langtoft 

Notes for your Diary.Notes for your Diary.Notes for your Diary.Notes for your Diary.    

26th Sept26th Sept26th Sept26th Sept    11.00    Coffee with the Curate 11.00    Coffee with the Curate 11.00    Coffee with the Curate 11.00    Coffee with the Curate at The Falling Stone, Thwing. 

Baptisms, weddings, funerals or other enquiries should be directed to: 
Rev Jacki Tonkin Rev Jacki Tonkin Rev Jacki Tonkin Rev Jacki Tonkin ———— Tel: 01377 267149 Tel: 01377 267149 Tel: 01377 267149 Tel: 01377 267149    

Wolds Valley Methodist Church, Weaverthorpe  
(Serving the whole Wolds Valley) 

7th Sept7th Sept7th Sept7th Sept    No Service 

14th Sept14th Sept14th Sept14th Sept    15.00    Worship led by Mrs. Nikki Warner 

21st Sept21st Sept21st Sept21st Sept    No Service 

28th Sept28th Sept28th Sept28th Sept    15.00    Harvest Thanksgiving led by Dr. Margaret Pawson 

All services are followed by a cup of tea or coffee and a chat about local life.    
Coffee MorningsCoffee MorningsCoffee MorningsCoffee Mornings    
Coffee mornings continue every Monday (except Bank Holidays) from 10.00 until 11.30 

It is with sadness that we say goodbye to Rev Elizabeth Clark as she leaves us to take up her new 
appointment as National Rural Officer for the Methodist Church based at the Arthur Rank Centre 
in Stoneleigh.  Elizabeth and Norman have become very dear to us during their 3 years with us 
and our prayers go with them as they start on this new exciting mission.  As from 1st September 
Rev Denise Free will be our Minister.  Rev Denise has preached at Wolds Valley many times and 
we are delighted to welcome her and look forward to her leadership.  Contact details for Rev 
Denise Free are Tel 01723 512168.  Her first appointment with us at Wolds Valley will be on 
Sunday 12th October when she will be taking a Holy Communion service and you are invited to 
come along and share in worship and meet our new Minister. 

Baptisms, funerals or other enquiries should be addressed to: 
Rev Elizabeth Clark Rev Elizabeth Clark Rev Elizabeth Clark Rev Elizabeth Clark ———— Tel: 01944 710757 Tel: 01944 710757 Tel: 01944 710757 Tel: 01944 710757    

Chapel will be open on Saturday 27th from 10am to 12 noon to receive any kind gifts of produce 
or flowers for harvest. 

St Mary’s Church, 
Lutton’s Ambo 

SPONSORED WALK 
(approx 5 miles in 
beautiful Wolds 

countryside) 
(in aid of church funds) 

Sunday 7th September 
Refreshments on route and Tea to 

follow 
Meet at church 1.30.p.m. (Forms 

available in the church or contact Tony 
on 01944 738867) 

 
The PCC would like to sincerely thank all 
those who helped, contributed and 
supported the recent Afternoon Tea 
Event which raised the excellent sum of 
£389.00 for church funds.  

Pie & Peas Quiz 
Village Hall 

Saturday 27th September at 7.00 pm 
Teams of four/£5.00 per head 

 

It’s Bake Off Time Again 
Cake Bake Off and Sale 

Saturday 11th October 12pm till 4pm  
Kirby Grindalythe Village Hall 

 
Its time again for all you home bakers 
out there to wow us with your baking 

 
Please bring your cakes along to the hall 

between 11 and 11:30 am 
There will be a sponge cake, loaf cake 

and cup cake classes 
There will be separate prizes for 

appearance and taste for both adults 
and children. 

 
Cake testers - call out to everyone to 

come along for a great afternoon tasting 
and scoring all the entries brought 

along.  We all really enjoyed it last year ! 
£2 for adults and a £1 for children. 

 
 

Judging will finish at 3pm and following 
the presentation of prizes the cake sale 

will start.  
 

Funds raised will go towards the upkeep 
of the village hall 

Helen (01944 738309) 

Kirby Grindalythe 



LUTTONS PARISH COUNCIL  
ENVIRONMENT GROUP 

    
Dog FoulingDog FoulingDog FoulingDog Fouling    

We’re supporting Safer Ryedale and their “Take the lead…“Take the lead…“Take the lead…“Take the lead…
Take the Bag” Take the Bag” Take the Bag” Take the Bag” campaign against dog mess.   You’ll be 
seeing the posters displayed in Helperthorpe, West Lutton 
and East Lutton.   We have some dog fouling reporting 
slips “Seen it?  Report it!”“Seen it?  Report it!”“Seen it?  Report it!”“Seen it?  Report it!” or you can report dog fouling 
offences direct to the Dog Warden, Brian Dunn. 
Email – brian.dunn@ryedale.gov.uk  
Tel: 01653 600666 Ext 208 
 
However, before doing so, please understand the limits of 
the Dogs [Fouling of Land] Act.   It covers only roads, 
footpaths, verges and public places, [such as playing 
fields, playgrounds, village greens, church grounds and 
grave yards] within a speed restriction of 40mph or less.within a speed restriction of 40mph or less.within a speed restriction of 40mph or less.within a speed restriction of 40mph or less.    
Fines cannot be imposed for dog fouling along 
unrestricted roads between villages or in open 
countryside.  We know that dog mess is an issue that 
generates strong feelings amongst many residents and 
would ask that all dog owners keep our footpaths and 
verges clean, whether or not they are within a 40mph 
speed limit.  Please Bag It and Bin It!Please Bag It and Bin It!Please Bag It and Bin It!Please Bag It and Bin It!    

    
StrimmingStrimmingStrimmingStrimming    

A mystery volunteer has strimmed and mown alongside 
the footpath approaching East Lutton and all around the 
newly restored planter and the bench.   It looks great.   
Thank you very much!  

 
At Last!At Last!At Last!At Last! 

Our volunteers have finally completed the siding out in 
West Lutton. This was a major task, carried out by six 
committed people on Sunday mornings.   Although not 
everyone could make it for every session, we never had 
fewer than four volunteers at any one time.   Thanks 
again.  
 
We’re now looking for volunteers to give the seven 
wooden benches in Luttons Parish another coat of 
preservative before the winter, so if you’d like to help, 
please contact me. 
 
New volunteers are always welcome.   New volunteers are always welcome.   New volunteers are always welcome.   New volunteers are always welcome.       
Please contact me at val.b@vbottomley.plus.com 
Or  01944 73803001944 73803001944 73803001944 738030   
 
Val Bottomley 
Chair 
Luttons Parish Council 
Environment Sub Committee 

01944 738346    
Summer Food opening hours:  
Tuesday - Thursday 6pm- 9pm 

Friday 12 noon-2.30pm  
6pm-9pm 

Saturday and Sunday open all day 
from 12 noon 

 
Takeaways available 

at The Star Inn  
Pizzas, 

Handmade 
Gourmet 

Burgers & Steak & Ale 
Pie  

Available normal food 
hours, 10% off on 

takeaways    

Weaverthorpe Weebles  
Toddler Group  

Meet Mondays 
9.15-11.15 am 

at Weaverthorpe School 
(term time only).  

Adults and tots welcome, come 
and have a cuppa, a chat and 

some fun!  
(Please park at the bottom of the hill) 

Contact 01944 738389 for more details  

Weaverthorpe Parish Council 
 
WPC will meet on Monday 15th September 2014 
at 7pm in the village hall. Anyone is welcome to 
attend either to raise any points that are relevant 
or just to see what we get up to! 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Co-Ordinator 

Weaverthorpe 
 
Many residents will have noticed that Ron and 
Meg Medley have their house up for sale so it is 
reasonable to assume that they will be leaving 
us sometime in the future. 
Ron is our NHW co – ordinator so we will need a 
willing volunteer to take over his role. It is a 
matter of being a point of contact for information 
associated with the NHW scheme. 
Would anyone who is interested please either 
contact myself or Ron if you want any further 
information. 
Can I take this opportunity to thank Ron for his 
co ordination of the scheme over the past few 
years. 
 
Jeff House 
Clerk to Weaverthorpe PC 
01944 738841 
jeffhouse@talktalk.net 

Weaverthorpe 

Luttons 
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Come join the fun Come join the fun Come join the fun Come join the fun 
atatatat    

Weaverthorpe Weaverthorpe Weaverthorpe Weaverthorpe 
Village HallVillage HallVillage HallVillage Hall 

every 
Wednesday 6.30  Wednesday 6.30  Wednesday 6.30  Wednesday 6.30  ————  7.30 pm.  7.30 pm.  7.30 pm.  7.30 pm. 

New class starting 1st July 
Every Tuesday evening 6.30pm in  

Ganton Village Hall. 
Both classes with Susan Fulcher 

07752 508308 

Saturday 18th OctoberSaturday 18th OctoberSaturday 18th OctoberSaturday 18th October    
 

Weaverthorpe Village Hall 
1.00 pm – 2.30 pm 

 
For further information 

ring 01944 738804 
 

As of now we are accepting Jumble. You can 
deliver it to Gypsey Cottage or call us and we will 

collect. 

 
Beaded Christmas 

Bauble Class  
 

Saturday 27th September 2014  
Weaverthorpe Village Hall  

9.30am - 1pm  
 

£25 per person includes 
materials and refreshments  

 
Contact:  

Debbie - 01944 738671 
Vicki - 01944 738465 

or email mowcher@sky.com 

(KAY-LEE) 
with 

NIGHT OWL 
(Arthur & Sheila) 

 
SATURDAY 18TH OCTOBER 

WEAVERTHORPE VILLAGE HALL 
IN AID OF  

THE YORKSHIRE AIR AMBULANCE 
8pm until late 

Bring and share supper 
Refreshments available during the 

evening 
Sorry no alcohol at this event please 

We would be grateful for Raffle prizes 
ALL TICKETS £5 (limited number) 

Tickets MUST be booked in advance but 
you can pay on the night 

Contact: Mary McKinley 01944 738651 
Norma Harrison 01944 738866 

Weaverthorpe War Memorial by Candle light 
2200hrs to 2300hrs 4 August 2014 one 
hundred years on from 4/8/1914. It has stood 
as a silent sentinel since it was unveiled by Lady 
Sykes of Sledmere in 1922 to the Named young 
lads of Weaverthorpe who left never to return. 
The Wolds Waggoners got there telegrams in the 
harvest fields on the 6th of August 1914 and 
with in a week were in France, they were one of 
only two units in the British Army ever to go to 
war with no military training what so ever. It is all 
so a place where local former service personnel 
can go and reflect on their comrades who lie in 
places far from home be they Sailors Marines 
Army or Royal Air Force, It is only in resent years 
that fallen service personal have been brought 
home, before that they were interred where they 
fell. 
 The Memorial Cross and the surrounded 
grassed area is a listed and protected Memorial 
that belongs to the Village and it is my wish and 
hope that the people of Weaverthope present 
and future will respect that, and that it stays 
where it is for the next century so that the 
residents of Weaverthorpe can once again say 
thanks to the lads that fell in 1914/18 and 
1939/45 
Memorial is a place where we can go and reflect 
and remember those that lie as the poem says 
"That there's some corner of a foreign field, That 
is for ever England” and should be cherish and 
revered by all      
Chris Howe 

Yorkshire Country Women’s 
Association 

Luttons Branch 
 
Having spent the last three 
months 'out of school' on a 
variety of summer events we 
are reluctantly returning to 
the classroom. 
  
The September meeting is on Thursday 
18th September in the school hall at 7pm. 
We are to be given a talk on the merits of 
Hotter Shoes surely the most comfortable 
shoes you can ever wish to own. If you 
would like to come and join us you will be 
most welcome. 



Hunmanby Film SocietyHunmanby Film SocietyHunmanby Film SocietyHunmanby Film Society    
2014/2015 Programme2014/2015 Programme2014/2015 Programme2014/2015 Programme    

The sixth season is about to start. We The sixth season is about to start. We The sixth season is about to start. We The sixth season is about to start. We 
have a varied and interesting have a varied and interesting have a varied and interesting have a varied and interesting 

selection of  10 movies.selection of  10 movies.selection of  10 movies.selection of  10 movies.    
The cost remains the same The cost remains the same The cost remains the same The cost remains the same ---- £30 for  £30 for  £30 for  £30 for 

full membership full membership full membership full membership ---- all 10 films. £15 for  all 10 films. £15 for  all 10 films. £15 for  all 10 films. £15 for 
half membership half membership half membership half membership ---- any 5 films. OR £4  any 5 films. OR £4  any 5 films. OR £4  any 5 films. OR £4 

for each film on the door.for each film on the door.for each film on the door.for each film on the door.    
It’s a bargain whichever way you It’s a bargain whichever way you It’s a bargain whichever way you It’s a bargain whichever way you 

choose!choose!choose!choose!  
All films are shown Saturday night at 

7.30 in 
Hunmanby Community CentreHunmanby Community CentreHunmanby Community CentreHunmanby Community Centre    

StonegateStonegateStonegateStonegate    
Hunmanby.     Hunmanby.     Hunmanby.     Hunmanby.         

    
Sept 13Sept 13Sept 13Sept 13thththth.  Sunshine on Leith.  Sunshine on Leith.  Sunshine on Leith.  Sunshine on Leith    

A jubilant, heartfelt musical about the 
power of home, the hearth, family & 

love. Featuring the music of The 
Proclaimers.    

Oct. 11Oct. 11Oct. 11Oct. 11thththth. Captain Phillips. Captain Phillips. Captain Phillips. Captain Phillips    
Tom Hanks as the captain of a 
hijacked ship in a nail-biter that 

manages to tell both sides of the 
story.    

Nov. 8Nov. 8Nov. 8Nov. 8thththth.  Philomena.  Philomena.  Philomena.  Philomena 
Judi Dench and Steve Coogan in a 

powerful & heartfelt drama about an 
Irish Catholic woman’s search for her 

adopted son. 
Dec. 6Dec. 6Dec. 6Dec. 6thththth. Blue Jasmine. Blue Jasmine. Blue Jasmine. Blue Jasmine    

Cate Blanchett is superb as a socialite 
fallen on hard times in Woody Allen’s 

homage to Tennessee Williams.    
Jan. 3Jan. 3Jan. 3Jan. 3rdrdrdrd. The Railway Man. The Railway Man. The Railway Man. The Railway Man 

Based on Eric Lomax’s autobiography 
as a POW in a Japanese labour camp. 
Distinguished acting from Colin Firth 

and Nicole Kidman.    
Jan. 31Jan. 31Jan. 31Jan. 31stststst. Saving Mr Banks. Saving Mr Banks. Saving Mr Banks. Saving Mr Banks    

A lovely sentimental & quietly 
insightful account of the making of 

the film “Mary Poppins”.    
Feb. 28Feb. 28Feb. 28Feb. 28thththth. Inside Llewyn Davis. Inside Llewyn Davis. Inside Llewyn Davis. Inside Llewyn Davis    

A Coen Brothers beguiling film about a 
struggling folk singer. Exquisitely sad 

and funny.    
Mar. 28Mar. 28Mar. 28Mar. 28thththth.  The Great Beauty.  The Great Beauty.  The Great Beauty.  The Great Beauty    

Dazzlingly ambitious, beautifully 
filmed & thoroughly enthralling. 

Winner of the Golden Globe Best 
Foreign Film award 2014. 

Apr. 25Apr. 25Apr. 25Apr. 25thththth. The Square. The Square. The Square. The Square    
A stunning documentary which 

plunges viewers into the revolutionary 
maelstrom of Egypt’s Tahrir Square.    

May 23May 23May 23May 23rdrdrdrd.  The Invisible Woman.  The Invisible Woman.  The Invisible Woman.  The Invisible Woman    
Engrossing drama about Dickens’ 

secret lover Nelly Ternan. Excellent 
performances and tremendous 

design.    
    

For further information please 
contact:- 

Val Monaghan  
(Tel:-891514) 

Thankful Village Celebration 
 

Thank you to everyone who came along to our 
evening where we unveiled the 'Thankful 
Village' plaque. Special thanks must go to the 
Wolds Valley Voices choir who sang a selection 
of songs from 'Oh What A Lovely War' and also 
gave the audience a chance to join in with the 
familiar songs from the First World War. Thank 
you also to Tony and Kayti Boorman for their 
amazing decoration of the church with 
poppies, bunting, World War One pictures and 
memorabilia. The proceeds of the evening will 
be shared equally between the choir, the Royal 
British Legion and the church. 

Helperthorpe 

YOUR CHANCE TO DO SOMETHING 
“SPECIAL” 

 
North Yorkshire Police is 
recruiting for volunteer police 
officers, known as “Specials”, 
who can use their skills and 
local knowledge to enhance the 
service provided by North 
Yorkshire Police. 
 
Special Constables work on the 

front-line, and provide a vital link between local 
people and the police service.  They play a crucial 
role in fighting crime and making our county safer. 
 
North Yorkshire Police is looking for people from a 
variety of backgrounds, age-groups and walks of 
life, who could commit four hours per week to 
helping their community.  Full training is given. 
 
If  you are interested, please visit 
www.nypspecials.com for more information or to 
complete a short Expression of Interest Form. 
 
The deadline for Expressions of Interest is 29 The deadline for Expressions of Interest is 29 The deadline for Expressions of Interest is 29 The deadline for Expressions of Interest is 29 
August 2014August 2014August 2014August 2014    
 

P.S.  Reading this too late?  Don’t worry.  
North Yorkshire Police will be recruiting 
again in the New Year. 

Sale of Books  
6th September 

10 - 1pm 
 
Thanks to the magnificent 
response to our request for 
books over the past two 
years, the Foxholes Village 
Hall Book Exchange has 

become a core feature of local village 
life on the Wolds. 
 
However, due to limited space, both the 
shelves and our back room stock are 
now overflowing. Before passing on our, 
mainly duplicated, volumes we have 
decided to offer them for sale. 
 
There will be refreshments available as 
usual and the books will not be priced; 
your donations will be gratefully 
accepted. 
 
We continue to welcome donations of 
books, and are willing to collect them if 
that is convenient. 
 
Our next regular Book Exchange will be 
13th September and fortnightly 
thereafter. And, just to remind you, you 
do not need to bring a book in order to 
borrow one. You may take as many as 
you wish and return them at your leisure, 
the Book Exchange simply serves as a 
village amenity with a chance to 
socialise, have a coffee and browse our 
shelves. We now offer about 4,000 
books with a diversity of subjects, both 
f i c t i o n  a n d  n o n  f i c t i o n . 
 
Looking forward to seeing you 
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Country Life. 
 
Here, where the green baize hills and blowing harebells 
meet the sky  
I tread the old familiar tracks of Saxons, Celts and Danes, 
Watching the changing colours of the seasons come and 
go,  
Knowing each golden harvest, all the scents of country 
lanes, 
The silver notes of song-birds and the gentle bleat of 
sheep, 
And a kindly rounded moon watching o'er me while I sleep. 
 
All this remains, the annual pageantry, the balanced rule of 
Nature,  
The never-ending cycle of creation and new birth. 
Yet change, like shifting seasons, is inevitable too, 
As purposeful and certain as the turning of the Earth. 
For Man's own ingenuity, his questing mind and soul, 
Must stamp his contribution to the pattern of the whole. 
 
Long gone are the patient horses and the daily human toil 
Of sowing seeds and wielding scythes and following the 
plough.  
The blacksmith's hammer in the forge, the red glow of his 
furnace  
And swaying carts on market-days are but ghostly shadows 
now. 
Yet, integral to the cherished past, and clear as running 
streams,  
They're immortalised forever in the heart, like vivid dreams. 
 
Over the hills in the man-made world the pace is 
unrelenting  
And giant concrete tower-blocks hide the glories of the sky.  
The rhythm and the harmony of Nature is forgotten, 
And unrelenting schedules leave no time to question why.  
And so I choose the country life, truths nothing can eclipse,  
To know the wonder of the stars just at my finger-tips. 
 
Audrey Corbett 


